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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Cornerstone Families and Friends,

I hope I never lose the “child” that still lives in me. I may be the “adult” in charge 
of things at Cornerstone Christian Academy, but in my head and heart I am a 
grown-up “kid.” I still have a vivid imagination. I still dream dreams. I still believe 
in “impossible possibilities.” I try to be mindful each day of Jesus’ words, “Unless 
you humble yourself and become like a child, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” You see, for me, maintaining a healthy, vibrant, childlike imagination 
is important in my role at Cornerstone, just as it is in my life as a Christian.

Educators, I think, have a responsibility to keep the “child” alive in students. 
Not only are they to impart knowledge and fill students’ minds with facts and 
figures, but even more importantly educators are responsible for inspiring hope 
in the hearts of students, helping them to dream dreams, to think creatively, 
imaginatively, innovatively, and to keep their childlike curiosity and enthusiasm 
for learning and living alive. 

We try to do that at Cornerstone in a variety of ways, not the least being the 
encouragement we give our students to believe they “can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens them.” In all the disciplines of our academic program 
students are challenged to be imaginative and to think creatively. Whether it 
is designing a project for the annual science fair, writing a reflection on a book 
they read, engaging in a STEM activity during Maker Space, or creating an art 
masterpiece, we want our students to use their imaginations.

Similarly, as our students reflect on their future, we remind them God has a plan 
for their lives that is full of hope and promise. We want them to believe that by 
the power and grace of God at work in their lives they can accomplish more 
than they can ever imagine. That truth resonates with our students, evidenced 
by the outstanding high schools and colleges they attend, as well as by the goals 
they set for themselves to accomplish. You will read in this newsletter about one 
of our 7th grade students, Ayanah, who was awarded—for the second year in a 
row—the Susan Hall Galloway Scholarship for academic excellence. She wants 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry, a master’s degree in Molecular and 
Cell Biology and Genetics, and a Ph.D. in Neuroscience. Ayanah truly believes 
this is the plan God has for her life and there is no one at Cornerstone that 
doubts her ability to see her dream fulfilled.

Imagine a school where hopes and dreams like that are inspired. That’s what we do 
at Cornerstone Christian Academy. And that’s what you help us do by your prayers, 
volunteer service, and financial contributions. Your gifts enable us to educate the 
minds, shape the Christian characters, and plant the seeds of faith, hope, and love 
in the hearts of our students. Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. 
And, thank you in advance for your continued prayers and financial support.  

Gratefully,

Dick Ollinger, President/CEO 
rollinger@cornerstonephiladelphia.com  |  215-724-6858 x232
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“Now to him who 
by the power at 
work within us is 
able to accomplish 
abundantly more 
than all we can 
imagine, to him be 
glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.”

EPHESIANS 3:20-21
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Cornerstone celebrated our 30th Anniversary with a 
celebration event on May 2nd at the Springfield Country 
Club and the night was truly that, a celebration. Thank 
you to all guests, honorees, committee members, and 
new friends who made this event a spectacular evening!

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN STYLE
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Clockwise from top: Human Resources Manager Rhonda Roberts 
and Director of Advancement Monifa Moore; Andréa and Ken Frazier 
receiving the Inspire Hope Legacy Award; performer and Cornerstone 
alum Jermaine Dolly; Cornerstone faculty Pamela Baldwin, Dontae 
McNeal, David Ford, Natasha Grant, and Kia Walker; 8th grade 
valedictorian India Jones; St. John’s Presbyterian friends; Technology 
teacher Wilbur Winborne with Wayne and Lynn Geisser; Inspire Hope 
Loyalty Award recipients Dave and Connie Harper; State Representative 
Joanna McClinton with event hosts Kristina Haye and Nicholas Drecket



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2019
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Michael Ligon-Johnson
West Catholic Prep 
8 years at Cornerstone

Marlia Ramberan
Science Leadership Academy 
7 years at Cornerstone

Chakai Stanton
Cristo Rey High School 
4 years at Cornerstone

Kebbie Turay
The Christian Academy 
1 year at Cornerstone

Benjamin Jones
Science Leadership Academy 
9 years at Cornerstone

India Jones
Central High School 
9 years at Cornerstone

Akee Lewis
West Catholic Prep 
6 years at Cornerstone

Marcus Armstrong
String Theory Charter School 
9 years at Cornerstone

Aniyah Blackwell-Moore
Girard Academic Music Program 
2 years at Cornerstone

Jeremiah Britford
West Catholic Prep 
9 years at Cornerstone

Taylor Joint
West Catholic Prep 
9 years at Cornerstone
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...AND INTRODUCING THE CLASS OF 2027!
(OUR 2019 KINDERGARTEN GRADUATES)
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ALEEYA 
BATCHELOR

JULIUS 
BRYAN

JAIDEN 
ELLIOT

MESSIAH 
GIBSON

KEAIRE 
GOLDSTEIN

EVY 
KARBBAR

ASHA 
KEITA

JAMAYA 
LEGGETT

MALIHA 
MACKEY

SHAKIRA
MANNINGS

KAMREN 
PALMER

AYDEN 
POSTELL



Electricity in the air at our Science Fair

It’s never easy to pick the winners 
of Cornerstone’s Annual Science 
Fair, and this year was no exception. 
On May 23rd, judges from several of 
our partner programs, including the 
Uncommon Individual Fund (UIF), 
Edu-Tech Academic Solutions, 
and BSD Education, as well as 
several scientifically-minded friends 
and teachers from area schools, 
deliberated a long while before 
announcing this years’ winners.  

Safiatou Righter was awarded the 
1st place medal for her project on 
“The 5-Second Rule.” India Jones 
and Marlia Ramberan received the 
2nd place award for their project on 
“Making Water Go Up.” And, Jaylen 
Marshall was awarded 3rd place for 
his project on “DNA Fingerprinting.”  

Thank you to all the students who 
participated and to the judges for the 
sharing of their time and expertise.  
Next year’s Science Fair is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 19, 2020.

Clockwise from top: Jaylen Marshall; India 
Jones and Marlia Ramberan; Safiatou Righter

Above: The turnout was fantastic 
for this year’s Science Fair!

CORNERSTONE REPORTS
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As we celebrate another 8th 
grade graduating class, we 
would like to to look back at the 
graduates from four years ago:

Sarai Morris graduated from 
Cornerstone in the summer of 
2015 and went on to attend the 
Academy at Palumbo. Posting 
a 3.8 grade point average, she 
thrived there and graduated 
with honors this past spring.

After the summer, Sarai will 
be attending Marymount 
Manhattan College in New York 
City, as a double major in TV/
Film and Business Management.

And if that isnt’ enough, 
her earring business, Sable 
Treasures recently established 
an LLC. Congratulations Sarai!

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Catching 
up with the 
class of 2015: 
Sarai Morris
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2019-20 Galloway Scholarship Winners

Jaylen Marshall (8th grade), Ayanah 
Harley (7th grade), and Syncere 
Wright-McCullough (7th grade) 
were awarded Susan Hall Galloway 
Scholarships on June 9th during 
worship at Wayne Presbyterian 
Church.  Cornerstone teacher, Kristina 
Haye and school President, Richard 
Ollinger presented the scholarship 
awards to the students.  

The Susan Hall Galloway Scholarship 
was established by a generous Wayne 

Presbyterian Church member in 2009 
to benefit high-achieving students 
at Cornerstone Christian Academy.  
The scholarships are awarded yearly 
to middle school students who excel 
academically, are active in the church 
and community, and have a verified 
financial need.

Since its inception, 31 students have 
been awarded scholarships that 
provide full tuition for one year. 

Reaching for Excellence Through Accreditation

School administrators, teachers, staff, and board members 
are currently engaged in an in-depth school self-study 
for Cornerstone’s re-accreditation with the Association 
of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and Middle 
States Association Commission on Elementary and 
Secondary Schools (MSA-CESS). Nearly 7 years has 
passed since the last accreditation term began. In March 
2020, an ACSI visiting team will be on campus four days 
to conduct a formal assessment to determine if the school 
will be awarded another 7-year term. 

Accreditation is a school’s seal of quality.  It indicates 
that a school has met required institutional quality 
standards and is committed to ongoing improvement 
and accountability. The process for accreditation 
involves three elements: An intensive, institution-wide 
self-appraisal, analysis and improvement planning; an 
external consultation, review, validation, and insights 
from a visiting peer group; and an ongoing accountability 
for improvement through annual reporting and renewal. 

Accreditation was the catalyst for numerous improvements 
we have made in the last 6 years, including academic 
advancements, facility improvements, and sustainability 
efforts. The Re-Accreditation Steering Committee at work 
now, headed by Curriculum Director Paula Frey, will 
culminate work in the fall with a new school improvement 
plan that will set the future direction of Cornerstone.



Artist-in-Residence: 5th Grade Art of Processions

During the 2018/2019 school year, it was again my privilege to plan and implement blocks of 6 week art lessons for 
Cornerstone’s fifth through eighth grade students. It was my desire again this year to develop lessons that would 
enhance the students’ knowledge of African-American artists, past and present. 

This year, Mr. Loperbey’s 5th grade class studied 
the work of Norman Lewis, a painter from the 
1960’s who was inspired to create abstract works 
called “processions”, showing people marching,  
demonstrating, or parading in large groups. Students, 
in groups of two or three, decided on a social theme 
they believed to be important to “march for” in their 
community, and stenciled patterns of figures. They 
gave them signs to carry and backgrounds to indicate 
the location and theme. These colorful paintings were 
on display throughout the year in the school hallway 
and at Wayne Presbyterian Church in December. 

I am so thankful to the staff, administration, and 
students at Cornerstone for all their cooperation with 
investing in the art program again this year.  What a 
joy to see the hallways come alive with the gifts of the 
students imagination and skill!

- Julie Kring, Artist-in-Residence

CornerstonePhiladelphia.com

All artwork: Mr. Loperbay’s 5th grade class, 
directed by artist-in-residence, Julie Kring



After a year’s absence, 
Cornerstone welcomes back 
former 5th grade teacher 
Richell Furr as our Assistant 
Principal. Along with Mrs. Lee, 
Richell will provide direction, 
leadership, day-to-day 
management, and advancement 
of Cornerstone’s educational 
program goals.  

Richell is a second-year 
Resident in the Philadelphia 
Pathway to Leadership in 
Urban Schools (PhillyPLUS) 
principal preparation program.  
Last school year she served as 
Principal Fellow at Juniata Park 
Academy, gaining experience 
and practical skills in school 
leadership. During her second- 
year residency at Cornerstone, 
Richell will be under the 
guidance of Principal Lee as 
well as a leadership coach from 
the PhillyPLUS program.

At the end of next school 
year, she will receive her 
Pennsylvania State Principal 
Certifi cation. We are proud 
to welcome Richell back to 
Cornerstone!

WELCOME BACK

Richell Furr 
Returns as 
Assistant 
Principal
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Trauma-Informed Education

In a continuing eff ort to strengthen our 
practices as a Responsive Classroom 
school, Cornerstone teachers and staff  
will engage in training on the impact 
of adverse childhood experiences 
(ACEs) and begin learning tools to 
successfully work with students who 
have experienced trauma. Presenting 
to our staff  in August and again during 
a fall in-service will be the Hopeworks 
Youth Healing Team from Camden. 

ACEs are the root cause of many 
academic, social and behavioral 
problems that prevent a child from 
receiving the full benefi ts of education.  

Research shows that about half of 
our country’s children experience at 
least one traumatic event before the 
age of 17, including experiencing or 
witnessing violence, family disruption, 
abuse, unstable housing, drug use, 
or parental incarceration. This is the 
case with many children Cornerstone 
serves.  Our population of students live 
in neighborhoods with high levels of 
violence and chronic stress.  

The Hopeworks Youth Healing Team 
workshops will discuss how adverse 
childhood experiences can aff ect one’s 
life trajectory and how to use a trauma-
informed framework to change the 
question we ask students from “What’s 
wrong with you?” to “What happened 
to you?”  Embracing a greater 
sensitivity to the trauma our students 
experience is key to their social, 
emotional, and academic well-being.

Portrait of Charity: Dorothy & Gil Heebner

Dorothy began her learning as a gifted student who skipped the third grade. In 
1948 she attended West Chester University, graduating with a degree in elementary 
education, and later taught at Chandler Elementary in Philadelphia and Pine 
Road Elementary School in Huntingdon Valley for 28 years.

Dorothy fi rst met Dr. A. Gilbert “Gil” Heebner in 1952. As his niece said, “My uncle 
was a scholar with a kind and generous spirit... a real ‘gentleman’ in every sense 
of the word.” Born in Philadelphia, Gil was his high school valedictorian, served 
in the U.S. Navy, and attended the University of Denver and UPenn Law School, 
He later taught economics at The College of Wooster in Ohio and earned his Ph.D. 
in economics. Adds Laura, “I remember my Uncle Gil—quite the intellectual 
himself—saying Dorothy was always a few steps ahead of him.”

Dorothy and Gil exemplifi ed the heart and soul of charity. As 20 year supporters 
of Cornerstone, the benevolent couple provided crucial scholarship and tuition 
assistance that continues to change the lives of our students. After Dorothy’s 
passing, the family presented a lead estate gift that helped broaden the school’s 
Annual Fund scholarship opportunities last year.  Added Laura, “Her legacy of 
thoughtfulness, hospitality, and generosity will not be forgotten.” 

We are grateful for Dorothy and Gil Heebner’s lasting inspiration, which uplifts 
Cornerstone’s students and catalyzes a mission that mattered to them. 



Greta Jones: 
Cornerstone 
Parent and 
Staff

Greta Jones knows a thing
or two about Cornerstone 
students. Not only is she the 3rd 
grade teacher, but four of her 
own children have attended, or 
still attend the school.

Her son David graduated in 
2011 and is currently attending 
Temple University; her daughter 
Julia is deciding between 
Temple, West Chester, and 
the University of Rochester; 
Benjamin graduated this year 
and will be attending Science 
Leadership Academy; and Jon is 
set to graduate in 2016.

 Says Greta, “I have been 
a proponent of Christian 
education since my oldest 
child’s bout with Leukemia at 
the age of 3. At Cornerstone, the 
staff  and teachers are concerned 
about the whole child—and 
not just their life at and after 
Cornerstone—but their eternal 
well being.”

FAITHFUL PARENTSSummer Programs in the News

Earlier this summer, some of our students participated in Hammers With Heart 
Trades Camp—a collaboration between CCA, The Common Place, and the 
Williamson College of the Trades to introduce middle and high school students 
to the trades. As just one of many summer programs off ered by Cornerstone from 
June through August, Hammers With Heart focuses on introducing students to 
various trades but completing a carpentry project.

Cornerstone off ers many additional summer programs as well, including:

Young Readers
(June 24 - July 30)

A 5-week learn-to-read and read-to-
learn program that is phonics-based 
to build reading and comprehension 
skills for rising 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade 
students. (Cost: Free; breakfast & 
lunch available)

J-Rock Summer Camp
(June 24-August 16)

A 7-week performing-arts and visual-
arts camp for K-8th grade students that 
encourages creativity, education and 
appreciation of the arts. In addition 
to dance, drama, art, and vocal music, 
students participate in technology 
classes, sports, crafts, swimming, and 
weekly fi eld trips. (Cost: $520 for CCA 
students, $595 for non-CCA students; 
breakfast and lunch included)

Summer Enrichment
(June 24-July 30)

A 5-week academic program with 
instruction in math and language arts. 
The program is open to all students 
(2nd – 7th grade) for enrichment 
purposes but is required for certain 
students to advance to the next grade 
level. (Cost: $250; breakfast and lunch 
available)

Camp Tockwogh
Each summer 10 Cornerstone students 
are selected by the Principal to spend 
a week at Camp Tockwogh on the 
shoreline of the Chesapeake Bay in 
Maryland. Campers participate in 
sailing, water-skiing, sports, horseback 
riding, hiking, outdoor explorations, 
and relationship-building. (The cost 
is free with scholarships provided by 
Cornerstone and Camp Tockwogh.)

CornerstonePhiladelphia.com



Why Give to Cornerstone?

As an independent private Christian 
school, Cornerstone depends upon the 
financial contributions of individuals, 
churches, corporations, and 
foundations to provide scholarship 
and program support for our students. 

Every dollar donated ensures that our 
students receive a quality education 
that truly transforms their life. 

Your generous gifts make a difference 
for the students and the families who 
choose our school for their child’s 

education. Nearly 25% of our donor 
base has been contributing financial 
support to Cornerstone since 1990. 
Thank you to these faithful donors as 
well as all of our donors who help us 
inspire hope in the children we serve. 

Investing in Cornerstone’s students 
pays high dividends. In a city where 
approximately 67% of public high 
school students graduate from high 
school in four years, 98% of our alumni 
graduate high school on time. Our 
students are prepared to excel in high 

school and college because they 
are equipped with the knowledge 
and skills they need to succeed, as 
well as being grounded in faith and 
shaped with Christ-like character.

Our donors are the difference makers 
for the students we serve. We could 
not provide the quality education 
we do without the financial support 
of many friends. Your gifts help change 
the destinies of our children by making 
a Cornerstone Christian education 
accessible. Thank you!

Volunteer Opportunities
Last year, over 110 individuals provided 1,389 hours 
of volunteer service at Cornerstone in the areas of student 
support, facilities improvements, classroom activities, 
and office support. Volunteers are vital to Cornerstone 
by the support they provide for school operations without 
financial cost. 

Consider becoming a volunteer by serving in one 
or more of these ways: 

Mentor - build a relationship with a middle school student 
by helping them set and achieve personal and academic 
goals, including preparing for high school.

Classroom Assistant – support teachers by assisting 
with classroom activities and lessons. 

Maintenance – help keep our buildings and grounds 
safe, clean, and in good repair.

Office Support – assist with mailings, materials 
preparation, and other light office duties.

Committees – serve on a board committee  
Advancement, Education, Facilities, or Finance)

Tutoring – provide reading and/or math support 
to students.

There are year-round volunteer opportunities 
at Cornerstone. For more information please 
contact Maria Arrington by email at marrington@
cornerstonephiladelphia.com or by phone 
at 215-724-6858, ext.233.

Financial Donations
Your generous financial donations are essential to help 
maintain and advance the high-quality education and 
services Cornerstone provides to students. There are 
number of ways gifts can be made to the school:

Direct Gifts
Tax deductible gifts of cash, by written or electronic 
check, or by credit card. Send checks by mail to:

Cornerstone Christian Academy 
PO Box 5520 
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Contribute online: 
CornerstonePhiladelphia.com/donate

Securities
Publicly traded stock, mutual funds, EFT: Deduction 
received on gift; capital gains passed on to Cornerstone.

Planned Gifts
Bequests, charitable gift annuities, cash and other planned 
gifts can be made to Cornerstone’s Endowment Fund.

United Way
Employee pledges can be made through the following 
two United Way agencies:

United Way of Southeastern PA, Donor Choice Agency 
#9616 (designated for CCA’s Extended Care Programs) 

United Way of Tri-State Donor Choice Agency #0265566

Match
Ask if your employer has a matching gifts program.

WAYS TO GIVE TO CORNERSTONE
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1939 S. 58th Street, P.O. Box 5520
Philadelphia, PA 19143

CornerstonePhiladelphia.com
P: 215-724-6858 F: 215-742-2827

Our Mission
The mission of Cornerstone Christian 
Academy is to educate children,
including those from under-served 
families, in an environment that provides 
the highest standards for academic 
achievement and spiritual development.

Our Vision
It is our vision to be a model urban 
Christian school where students are 
grounded in faith, shaped with Christ-
like character, and equipped with 
knowledge & skills to excel in high 
school, college, & throughout life.

Advisory Board

The Rev. Dr. W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
William Harrison
Dennis Horner
James Rohn, Esq.
James Sweet, Esq., Co-Founder

The Rev. Dr. Anita Bell
Kevin Blackney
Ronald Bond
Mary Clampet, Secretary

Rebecca Clayton, Esq.
James J. Dolente, Sr.
Casey Dunn
Warren English
Gregory Esterhai
Kenneth Frazier, Esq.

Wayne Geisser, Chairman

Peter Grim
Dr. Kathryn Limmer
Wanda Motley Odom
Charles (Chip) Olson III
Richard Scott
Donnell Sheppard
William P. Simon, Jr.
James Summers

Board of Trustees
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